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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Merchant of Venice
1. Give the main plot of the play in no more than 30 words.

Antonio, a merchant, is worried about his friend Bassanio, who desperately needs money to get Portia. Therefore, Bassanio asks him to loan him the money he agrees even though he does not have the money. 

2. Compare and contrast Portia and Jessica.

Both women are from a struggle with love; Jessica is Jewish and has fallen in love with a Christian, while Portia is a Christian who has no right to choose who to marry.
Jessica runs away from home with Lorenzo, her lover, because his father is cruel and not understanding. At the same time, Portia, on the other hand, honors her father's will of choosing her lover by giving the suitors a chance to pick the right casket.

3. How does Belmont differ from Venice?

Belmont is a peaceful place isolated from the confusing volatility of metropolia like Venice, a trading centre and a home of various cultures and religions.
Belmont is also a place where love and marriage is the center of life; while Venice is a male chauvinist society, a single female like Jessica is locked up in her father’s house.

4. Why is Antonio sad? Explain your answer
Antonio does not know what makes him sad. Salarino says that the sad mood of Antonio is the ships at sea and the unpredictable waves. Antonio is also sad because of his friend Bassanio need for money to go to Belmont because he is afraid of losing him.  

5. Is Shylock justified in his quest for revenge? Explain your answer.
His quest for revenge is justified as Antonio forbids him from doing business as he loans money interest-free. He is also abused for being a Jew and being a moneylender. He is also a victim of an unfair trial that leaves him devastated.    







